















































Agenda item 27 May 13, 2008

I am concerned about how the convenience commercial node fits into the big picture of
retail in Ames. I have noticed that is is possible for a community commercial node to be
smaller than a convenience commercial node. There is much overlap in the permitted
uses in most of the commercial zones so in many cases the zones are competing with
each other rather than complementing each other. I think another look at the size and
spacing of the nodes and zones is in order.

I also think that the issue of targeted growth should come before a decision on an
exception to the LUPP to allow convenience commercial at Bloomington and Stange. If
the city plans to grow north mabye a location farther north should be chosen. If the city
is not going to grow to the north soon then maybe so much more retail in the north is not
necessary.

I have noticed that stores seem to be getting larger. 1 think it is rare for a retail
establishment to consider themselves as only serving the neighborhood. In concept the
idea of small stores serving the immediate area is very good. In the current market reality
I think it is rarely the case.

All the exceptions and restrictions necessary for a convenience commercial node at
Bloomington and Stange make me feel like we are making the code fit the development
instead of making development meet the code.

Catherine Scott
1510 Roosevelt
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